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Prayer before Sermon. 
| Moſt Gracious Lord God, whoſe property is always 
to have Mercy, who wouldeft not x eath off a 
Sinner, but rather that he ſhould turn from bis 
* Sin and be ſav d: Look down, we maſt humbly be- 
| ſeech thee, with an Eye of much Pity and Compaſſion upon the 


whole Race of Mankind illuminate with a Beam of thy Di- 


vine Grace the perverſe and ſtony Hearts of Jews, Turks, In- 

F cdels, Hereticks, and all other Gainſayers of thy Holy Goſpel, 
even to à full Conviction and Acknowledgment of thy ſalmary 
and eternal Trut hs; that thy Ways may be known upon Earth, 


thy ſaving Health among all Nations. Let the People praiſe 


thee, O God; yea, let all the People praiſe thee, _ 
Zu in a more eſpecial manner we become humble Supplicants 
for Chriſt's Holy Catholick Church; that is, for the whole Co 
 gregation of Chriftian People, howſo oever diftreſs d, or whereſo- 


SLE diſpers'd throughout the whole World; more particularly 


for that moſt pure and reform d part of it, which God's right © 


* "Hand hath planted, and his wonderful Providence preſe erv'd in 
* theſe Kingdoms whereunto we belong: And herein I require you 


2. znore eſpecially to pray for Her Maſt Excellent Majefty Anne, 
? by the Grace of God, Queen of Great Britain, France and 
Ireland, Defender of the truly Antient, Catholick and Apofto- 
lick Faith, in all Cauſes, and over al Perſons, as well Sacred 


4s Civil, next and immediately under God and his Chriſt Su- 

pdreme. Give Her, O God, in thy good time, an happy, an ho- 
3 mourable and a well-ſettled Peace on all ſides; but whilſt Her © 
Aaverſaries will chuſe War, fight Thou Her Battles, and give 
ler the Victory over all Her Enemies. Beſtom on Her, for 


thy Holy Church's ſake, a good old Age here, and for Her own, 
. Everlaſting Happineſs bereafter : Clothe all thoſe who have evil 


Mill at this aur Sion with Shame and Confuſion ;, but on Her la- 
Ic, and Her Proteftant Succeſſors, let the Crown for ever flouriſh. 
3 We moſt bumbly implore thy Divine Goodneſs for the Princeſs 
2 Sophia, and the reſt of the Royal Family: For the Minifters of 


God's Holy Word and Sacraments, as well Archbiſhops and Bi- 
op, as other inferior Paſtors _ Curates; for Her Majeſty's 
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mot — Privy Council: and ( as my private Duty * | 
ever binds me in a more eſpecial manner) for their Graces, the 
Date, the Dutcheſs Mother of Bedford, and ll that noble F. 
mily; fer the re of the NO FI es, Magiftrates and | 


Gentry of this Realm: That all, - every of theſe, in their 


ſeveral Callings and Stations, may ſerve truly and painfully ro | 
85457 the ediſying and wel- governing + this Great 
and Free Pe _ committe to their Charge, always 1 1 


the Glory of 


the Hrict and ſolemn Account they muft all aue 
or. a continual Supply of the Mortality 7 — and 


gion, Men to ſerve God both in Church and State, we * 


a | peculiar Bleſſing upon the two Univerſities of this E 


© all other Places of good Learning and ſober, Education. 12 | 
'  ſopray unto thee, O God, fo for. .the whole Commons of this Kala, 1 
true Faith and Fear LF Thee their 
God, in 440 Obedience to Her l in Bros 
anoth — 


that they may all live in t 


ther erly Love and Chriſtian Charity one tomar | 
' Finally, we are to bleſs. and praiſe Alg Cod for all bis 
Aercies. and Favours from time 7 time beftow'd upon Us; for 


Ou Creation and Preſe e Jo, or. the Means of Grace, "and 


dn, Joſe Chrift 11 Ds} ; beſeeching him to give #s. 
Grace ſo to direct our Lives, after their gaod and pious Exam- 


ples, that this painful Life ended, we, together with them, may. 


be made Partakers of a glorious Reſurrettion in the Life ever- 
lhfting. Theſe things, with whatever elſe, thou, O God, knoweft 


t be more needful or convenient for us, together with a Bleſ- 1 
fing upon our preſent Undertaking, we bumbly beg in the maſt 
n Name and Words of Feſys 2 our moſt bleſſed 


4 and Saviour, who, when we prays hath ee us 
Oue Father ker in Heaven, 8 


All. 
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3 17 Hapes of Glory; e Holy Men, and Women, Apo- 
es Maw Cone Confeſſ 5 2 7 8 out of this Life in bis true = 
Faith and Fear : all, for 0 Fountain and Fun- 
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ous of the People: many ſhall be the King of 1 > 


1 ho any People) for National Sins are alway 
National Judgments, unleſs waſh d our by National Re- 
Lone + 4a - Humiliation; I ſhall now putiuchtbe fuwe;Sob- 
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AVING, 3 on | the fave lad Dara | 
ſion diſcours d to yon from theſe Words on 
the Nature and Neceſlity of Repentance; if 

A. we hope to avoid the like diſmal Confafions and = 

Sundl. Era, (as the Seriptures tell us, For tbe Sins — 


hat Righteouſneſs exalteth a Nation, but Sy 
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jiject, as proper to our preſent ſolemn Meeting; premiſing 
5 Ell Gene few wholeſom Particulars, ſutable to the raging 
 Maladies of the Times we live in. OO gee 
Almoſt every Age bath been remarkably infamous for {| 
ſome prevailing Iniquity more than other; and how juſtly {| 
* this we live in may be call'd by way of Emi- 
* Seculum nence e Lying Arts you all, I preſume, | 


.abbor them too, as the mo 
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A SERMON preach'd on 


Mendax. very well know. For how freely (to the 
' ſhame and deſpite of glaring Truth) are the 


reproachful Terms of Republican, Antimonarchical, and the | 
like, dealt amongſt the moſt Faithful and Loyal of her 


Majeſty's good Subjects, as their diſtinguiſhing Badg and 


Character? But as St. Paul, when by his malicious lying 
Alccuſers he was call d in queſtion of the Hope and Reſur- 
rection of the Dead, in juſtification of himicl! cry'd out, 
Men and Brethren, I am a Phariſee, the Son of a Phariſee, 
 Afts23, 6. So every true honeſt Proteſtant, thus ſlan- * 
deroully accus'd, may juſthy claim the Honour of this 


Scripture- Anjwer, as tis expreſs' d, Gen. 42. 11. We are no 
Spies; neither French nor Popiſh Penſioners: We are true 


Aen; moſt dutiful and obedient Subjects to our moſt right- 


ful and lawful Queen _ and ready to pronounce, and 


Conſtitution it ſelf, or againſt that unfortunate Prince who 


hath been, or any other who hereafter may be (which God 
forbid) baſely betray'd by relying on theſe Egyptian Reeds; 


T preſume not here to determine. 


nt let us expoſtulate a little with them, as St. Paul did 
| rr who ſeem'd to make more account of 


the falſe Apoſtles than of him, (2 Ep. 11. 22.) Are you 


Proteſtants for our Proteſtant Queen? ſo are we. Are you 
for the Monarchy and Church of England? fo are we. 
Are you for the legal Proteftant Succeſſion in the Iiluftrioas 
Houſe of Hanover, in oppoſition to all Popiſh Hereditary 7 


Pretenders whatſoever ? ſo are we. Are you ſtrenuous 
7 ; = Ca” Aſſerters 


7 


deteſtable Rebels, who pay not 
all manner of Obedience due to her Sacred Majeſty accor - 
ding to the Laws of the Land; and to offer more than 
_ this, ſeems to be Rebellion againſt the very Laws them- = 
ſelves. How then the treacherous Life- and - Fortune- Men, 
with their nauſeous. contradictory Addreſſes, and the Doc- | 
tors of Arbitrary Power, with their Unconditional Paſſive 
Obedience, and Indefeaſible Divine Right of Succeſſion, 
can clear themſelves from Treaſon either againſt the —_—_ = 


k 


—ͤ TE of January, 1711. _ 
Aſſerters of the Legality and abſolute Neceſſity of that 
Glorious Revolution ſo happily effected by the Bleſſed 


King William? fo are we. Do you deteſt and abhor all 


Rebellions, rebellious Practices, and the fatal Conſequen- 
ces of them; more eſpecially that barbarous and bloody 


. - Mutder of this Day, perpetrated in the face of the Sun, 
in defiance of the Laws, on the Sacred Perſon of Charles 


the Firſt, of Bleſſed Memory, thro the joint Inſtigation 


of the French Cardinal's foreign Counſels, and the tricking 
hypocritical Uſurpers at home of what Denomination ſo- 


ever: Do you, I ſay, ſincerely deteſt and abhor theſe 
grievous Evils ? ſo do we. In a word, are you reſolvedly 
Loyal Subjects to our good Queen ANNE, but no 
Man's Slaves? even ſo are ge. 

Now, my Beloved, if in this numerous Aſſembly there 
ſhould chance to be any one lurking Jeſait, or Popith In- 
telligencer, let him go tell the French Tyrant; that Po- 
pery, Tyranny, and Slavery can never again take root in 


our Britifh Soil; and that we will have our moſt Glorious 


Monarch to rule a free and a willing People : and that 
this great (I hope everlaſting) Trath, he bath deliver'd to 
him, not from the Spawn of Forty One (as ſome with 
great good Manners love to expreſs themſelves) but from 


the Heart and Mouth of a Preacher (however unworthy) 


directly deſcended from a plunder'd, ſequeſter d, ſlaugh- 
ter'd Cavalier. %%% ; 

[ have now done with what J thought fat ro premiſe, and 
proceed to the Words of the Text; Except ye repent, ye 
ſhall all likewiſe periſh. And indeed Men are never like to 
return to their Heavenly Father, the God of Peace and 
Truth, except they firſt return to themſelves, and become 


ſerious and conſiderate, by a fincere and hearty. Repen- 
= tance for all their paſt Sins and Tranſgreſſions, both a- 
gainſt God and their Neighbour. e 


This is tbe firſt Step to Repentance, a ſober and con- 


ſidering Frame and Temper of Mind, a Reflection upon 
ocur ſelves and our Duty, what and whoſe we are, what 
we have been, and what we ſhould be, and what at laſt 


þ * 2 


we lhall be for evermore. 


Upon ſuch an impartial Survey, and Review of our 


Actions paſt, will follow Grief, Shame, Fear and Inqui- 


etude, in all ſuch who by long Cuſtoms and Habits of Sin 


7 have not wholly worn out the natural Impreſſions of Good 
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Wickedneſs, as to fit down in the Scorner's Chair; and 
thereby, in one reſpect go beyond the fallen Angels them 
ſelves in a very faſhionable Courſe of Impiety; namely, 
neither to believe nor tremble, extinguiſhing as it were all 


natural Conſcience, that faithful Witneſs, and infallible 
Judg of human Actions. e . 


Now, I fay, if this highly provoking Degree of Irre- 


ligion, Lying, and Slandering, be the common and avow'd. 


Principle and Practice of our wicked Age; will not God, 


think you, viſit us for theſe things? Will not his Soul be 
aveng d on ſuch a Nation as this, where few ſpeak the 


Truth from their heart with their Neighbour ? Will he 
not be moſt juſtly provok'd ta deliver us over to the Will 
of our Enemies, and to the hands of thoſe that hate us ? 
And as a recent Proof of this flagrant Wickedneſs of 


Lying and Defamation, hath not her moſt Excellent 


Majeſty. in her late gracious Meſſage earneſtly complain'd 
of the great Licence taken in publiſhing falſe and ſcan- 
dalous Libels? Such as are indeed a Reproach to any 


Government. For in truth they are arriv'd to that 


height of audacious Inſolence, as to attack not only her 
moſt faithful and - honourable * Subjects and Servants, 


(ach as are with all good · Men of unblemiſh'd Reputation) 
her very | Trufly and Good Allies, the moſt Illuſtrious 


Prince of Hannover, the Emperor, the brave States of 
Holland, the Duke of Savoy ;, but alſo the Virtue and Ho- 


nour of her || ow? Sacred Perſon, in their treaſonable ſlan - 


derous filthy Libels: and at the fame time paſs'd over in 
profound ſilence the many Royal Perjuries, Barbarities, and 


monſtrous Practices of the French King; as if he, good 
Man! had. been always innocent, always immaculate ; as 
if no Miſchief nor Danger could come from that Quarter, 
as if nothing were to be fear d from thence! What in- 
"deed bath there been left undone. by theſe Popiſh Incen- 
Caries, in order to ſtir up Riots, Routs, and Rebellions, 


by creating Fears, and fomenting, Diviſions, in pretending 


authentick Intelligence for their terrifying Lyes, and ama- 


—_ 4 . —_— 
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- # The Windſor Prophecy, c. 

+ The Conduct of the: Allies, cc. 
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- BE the zoth of January, 1711 9 
25 ing Falſhoods; by giving the greateſt Colour for Jealouſy 
M of ſiniſter Deſigns againſt the true Proteſtant Rene, our 
Laws and Liberties, the Revolution, and Protel 
ceſſion. t = | | | 
- Tis indeed a moſt glorious Truth, 


ant Suc- 


that her Sacred Ma?! 
jeſty aRed an illuſtrious Part in the happy Revolution, for 
the ſake of God and the Proteſtant Religion; expos'd her 
Auguſt Perſon to very imminent Dangers: for indeed good 
and pious Princes ought to have nq, Relation fo dear to 
them, as to ſtand in competition with the Good and Wel- 
© fare of their People. She hath alſo frequently engag'd her 
Royal Favour to the zealous Aſſerters of that righteous 
Cauſe, which muſt be the higheſt Satisfaction to all her 
good Subjects. But indefatigable Impudence ſtruggles to 
ſurmount this Difficulty, in ſowing Diviſions and Strife a. 
mong Proteſtants, by the perverſe Knavery of Popiſn Cra ft, 
which to all Men of common Honeſty appear'd to have fo 
great a ſhare in the bloody Tragedy of this black Day (I 
mean the barbarous Murder of her Majeſty's i 
Royal Grandfather) for a good Hiſtorian tells Moulin. 


us, He was condemn'd to the Block in a Con- bus 
ſiſtor y at Rome, for the good of the Catholick Cauſe, be? 
fore his own bloody Subjects could be wrought up to that 
deteſtable Murder; for the Kings of England can do no 
wrong, their evil Counſellors muſt anſwer the Wrangs 
— they are ſuppos'd to do. The ſame very perverſe Knavery 
ä of Popiſh Craft is, I ſay, frequently and fatally ſucceſsful 
iin the old, antiquated, ſtale Stratagem of dividing Prote- 
ſiſtants by odious Denominations, ſuch as High and Low, 
W big and Tory; whereas if our Eyes were but open to 
our on Safety, Intereſt and Honour (and open thou our 
4 Eyes before it is too late, O Lord, webeſeech thee) we ſhould: 
then have no other Diſtinction but Proteſtant and Papiſt, 
Britiſh Freemen or French Slaves. OE . 
We have indeed ſome treacherous Eſſays for Catholick 
Communion, as if there were little or no difference be- 
tween the Church of England and Popery: No more 'tis 
true, than there is between the true Worſhip of God and 
groſs Idolatry. If the Light which is in us be Darkneſs, | 
+» how great is that Darkneſs ? If our Proteſtancy be Pope- 
ry, how ſtrong is that Popery? FP 
Betore palpable Blindneſs, Scepticiſm and Infidelity dic- 
tated with frontleſs I ence from the Scorner's Chair, 


— 
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- Checks and Reluctances, Fears and Diſquiets, Shame and 


Sorrow were wont to be the Attendants and Conſequents 


of all ſinful Actions. From whence in like manner follow'd 
a Diſſatisfaction and Diſpleaſure at all Sin, an Averſenels 


from it, and Hatred of it, together with an hopeful and 


fix d Purpoſe and Reſolution to forſake it, deteſt and ab- 
bor it: which is the ſecond ſtep or degree of Repentance. 


All this, 'tis true, is not in our power alone, without the 
Aids and Aſſiſtances of God's Holy Spirit; but yet the 
Influences, the ſalutary Influences and Operations of Divine 
Grace; do not ſuppoſe us to be altogether paſſive: for we 


may and do too too often abuſe his Grace, and quench bis 
Spirit; and God is pleas'd to work upon us as reaſonable 
Creatures, by moral Perſuaſion and fair Conviction, not by 


irreſiſtible Force, neither deſtroying, nor offering Violence 


to the Powers and Faculties which he hath given us. Did 
he only exerciſe his Omnipotence, and deliver us out of a 

* fpiritual Egypt by his mighty Hand and out- ſtretchd Arm, 
nothing of his Wiſdom, and Righteouſneſs would then ap- 
pear in the Salvation or Preſcrvation of Sinners; no Praiſe 


and Glory would redound to theſe his inſeparable eſſential 


Perfections, whatever might to his Omnipotence : And tho 
it might indeed be a very ſignal Act of Mercy to thoſe that 


are 


ſav'd, yet it will be paſt human Underſtanding to make 


out, how it can be a piece of Juſtice to thoſe that periſh 
if they never were within a poſſibility of Salvation; which 
they could never be, if their Converſion wholly and ab- 

ſolutely depended upon God's irreſiſtible Grace and Power, 


and 
.and 


that was deny'd them. God hath fet before us Life 5 
Death, Bleiſing and Curſing, and vouchſaf d ſufficient 


Means and Aſſiſtance to attain the one, and avoid the a- 


jult. 
1 


| ther, which is an Act of Mercy; and this, if wilfully neg- 
leted, muſt render Men inexcuſable, and their Damnation 


\ 


his Way and Method cf a Sinner's Converſion illuſ- 


trates the Glory both of God's Mercy and Juſtice, and is 


molt ſutable to the Principles and Faculties of human Na- 


tore, which the Grace of God never delign'd to force and 
deſtroy, but to renew and perfect; therefore we find theſe 


ſever 


al Acts or Degrees of Repentance are, in Sacred 


Scripture, aſcrib'd and attributed both to God and Man, 
as the moſt gracious Reſult indeed of God's moſt merciful 


1 Aſſiſtance, and Man's ſincere and hearty Endeavours. God 


Indeed 


the 3oth of January, 1711. 1 
indeed works in us both to will and to do; yet neverthe- 
leſs we muſt work too, and that with Fear and Trembling, 
if we expect Salvation, Phil. 2. 12. which ſuppoſes a paſſi- 
- bility at leaſt of falling ſhort of it; for when there is no 
Danger, there needs no Fear. CES 


Thirdly, There ſtill remains the chief part of Repen- | 


| tance, to which the two former are but preparatory, and- 
that is Obedience or a new Life; the former we may call 


RNepentance from dead Works. This is Repentance to- 


wards God; the one a departing from Evil, the other the 
doing of Good: and both together will. ere& an Heavenly 
Habitation for Men to dwell in for evermore. Pal. 37. 27. 
Depart from Evil, and do Good, and dwell for evermore. 
This is that which compleats Repentance, being a neceſſa- 
ry andeffential part of it, or at leaſt the only Sign and 
Evidence of its Truth and Sincerity. Indeed ſometimes _ 
God, who is the Maker and Searcher of Hearts, accepts 
the Will for the Deed, the Integrity of the Intention for 
the Action. But this is in Caſes very rare and extraordina- 
ry, when the Circumſtances of Mens Conditions afford 
them no Time or Opportunity of declaring and evidenc- 
ing the Purpoſes of their Minds by Works of Obedience: 
And of this nature we have but one Inſtance in the whole 

Bible that found Acceptance and Pardon, and that is of the 
penitent Thief on the Croſs; and yet even he diſcover'd 
the Truth of his Repentance by an eminent and ſignal Act 
of r in, and confeſſing of Chriſt (whom it 
may be he never heard of before) - and that too. when all - 
about him deny d and diſown'd him, even St. Peter. This 
therefore can be no ſafe Rule and Precedent for thoſe who 
live within the Church, and know their Duty, the neceſſity 
of Obedience, and the danger of neglecting it. As for 
that Place of St. Paul, where God is ſaid to accept the 
Will for the Deed, 2 Cor. 8. 12. it is to be underſtood of 
Works of - Charity, as appears by the Context. He re- 
quires not that Mens Liberality ſhould exceed their Ability, 
and the Condition of Life his Providence hath plac'd them 
in: In ſuch Caſes hechiefly eyes our Intentions, and there- 
fore the Widow's two Mites were more regarded by him, 
than all the Talents which the Rich and Wealthy did out 
of their great abandance caſt into the Treaſury : their 
Liberality tis poſlible ' proceeded from Pride and Vain- 
Glory, when hers was the genuine effect of a ſincerely _ 
„ | 5 : rita | 
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ritable Mind: But tho all Men are not capable of exerci- 
ſing theſe Acts of Bounty and Beneficence, in relieving the 


Diſtreſs d, by reaſon of the Inequality of their States and 


Fortunes in the World; yet other Doties there are equally 
incumbent upon all, ſuch as thoſe grand Offices of Piety 


towards God, Juſtice and Rightevaſnels towards Men, and 
riety towards our felves; God having vouchſafd unto 

all; ſuff cient Means and Abilities' to perform theſe in ſuch 

manner and meaſure as he requires and will accept. 


And whatſoever | fome may talk or think of Free 
Grace, and Juſtification by Faith only, as if Obedience 
Was an antiquated piece of Jewiſh Servitude, and the 


ſaviſn Condition of the firſt Covenant only's and as 


if the Goſpel was nothing but a ſoft Bundle of Pro- 


miſes, and that Chriſtians had nothing to do but to en- 
joy their purchas'd Liberty, and receive their Wages, 
Chriſt baving perform'd all their Work for them : 


Yer certainly gedd Works are ſtill neceffary ' to Salva- 


tion 3 tho not af a meritorious Cauſe, as the Papiſts tell 
us, vet as a neceſſary Condition and Qualification in the 
Subject: For mithont them, St. James tells us, Faith is dead 
(Chah. 2. 17.) is not Faith, but Fancy and Preſumption. 
Beſides, a great part of Sacred Scripture, which is pub- 
lied to enjoin them, would be but unneceſſary and vain. 
Chrift has indeed” mitigated the Rigour and Severity of 
the Faw: inſteac of perfect and unſmning Obedience, 


which that requir'd, be has moſt graciouſty procur'd for 


us the eaſier Terms of Faith and Repentance, which 
doubtleſs include Works of Obedience. © © | 


The Sentence at the laſt Day will paſs, not according to 


Mens Opinions and Profeffions, but according to their 
Works done here in the Fleſh, whe 

and Repegtance here. There may be in very wicked 
Men ſome Fits and Touches of Grief and Sorrow for Sin, 
and withal Deſires, and Wiſhes, and Reſolutions, and En- 


dea wuts of Amendment, the Effects of natural Conſcience 
and common Grace: but theſe are conſiſtent with ſinful Ha- 
bits and vicious Lives; becauſe they reſide in the Mind only, 


whilſt the main-difficulty lies in Acts of Obedience. Thele 
are d cafy, unpleafant, and irkſom to corrupt rebellious Na- 


which tends to the 


RY 


ange ande Renovation of it. Proſeſ 


* 
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accbrding to theſe he 1 the Truth of our Faith 
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ſoms; outward good Works are the Fruits which alone can 


ſecure and preſerve che Tree from the Ax and the Fire, 


Mat. 3. 10. Nothing but the contrary Habits of Virtue, 


and Piety tan ſubdue and root out our evil Inclinations and 


vicious'Caftoms : and theſe can never be attain'd without, 


repeated and renew'd Acts of Obedience. Woherefotyer, 
Sin reigns, it keeps poſſeſſion not only of the Head and; 
Heart, of the Thoughts and Affecttons, but it diffuſes it 


* 


ſelf too thro the Life and Actions; like a Leproſy it over - 


ſpreads aud infects the whole Man: for Wheré can we. 


find an unactive languid Sinner, who is not eager and vigo- 
rous in his Purſuits and Undertakings even for tranſitory 


Pleaſures and Vanities? And when Repentance is true and 


real, it will moſt affuredly produce the conttaty Effects, it 


being impoſſible to ſerve God with bur Hearts, and the 


8 


Devil with our Hands; for his Servants we are to wham we 


obhey, Nom. 6. 16. And yet all kind of Obedience will not 


. Which fall ſhort of true Repentance. 


Obedience, both 


avail ; there is a partial and a temporary Obed! ) 
Some Sins may be 


5 * 
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ſions, and even Purpoſes, are at beſt but Leaves and Blof 


forſaken, and ſome good Actions may be perform'd, even by” 5 


an Hypocrite, not from a Principle of Faith, and the 


Conſcience of the Duty: he oweth to God, but for other | 


by-Ends and Purpoſes: fear of Diſgrace, or temporal (and 


it may be eternal) Puniſhment, or the Terrors of an af- 
frighted Conſcience, may deter him from ſome Sins; and 
on the other ſide, Honour, and Applauſe, or ſome preſent 
Reward (or only it may be to ſilence and quiet Conſcience) 


— 


may put him upon the Practice of ſome Vertue and Mora-. 


ity. But true Obedience, as it diſputes not nor queſtions 
the Command, bat obeyeth 


; cheerfully ; ſo neither doth it 
ick and chuſe, or divide the Command, but obeyeth equal- 


y, ſubmitteth ſteadily. This was King David's great” 5 


Aſſurance of the Uprightneſs of his Heart, to have Reſpect 


unto all God's Commandments. 


ö Integrity and Univerſity of Obedience is one certain 
& 2 Sincerity, and Conſtancy and Perſeverance is 


- 


; Earth; and for the fame 


' The ſeemring Graces of ſuch as have only the Form of 


Godlineſs; may be as forward and eager for a time as the 


true Graces of a real Penitent. 


| | Grovad the See 
ſprang up fo: much the ſooner, 


In the ſton 
becauſe it 
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temper in t 
judg of the State of their Souls as well as of their Bodys: 
if their Repentance and Obedience be Univerſal, equally ſet 
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becauſe it wanted Deepneſs of Earth: the unſincere Penitent 
does all by Fits and Starts, by ſudden Motions and Flaſhes, 


and upon falſe and erroneous Cramps ſuch as Hope, Fear, 


Shame, Self- Inter eſt, or the like; and when theſe Reſpects 
and Conſiderations ceaſe, which were the Springs of his Mo- 
tion, he then returns to his former Courle of Life, and his 


Reformation falis to the Ground like an Houſe without a 
Foundation. But the true Penitent goes on fairly and lei- 


ſurely, in a ſettled, conſtant, and regular Courſe of Piety. 
Phyſicians obſerve of Heat and Sweat, and other Qualities of 


the Body, if they are general and regular, they arc common- 


ly Signs of Health; but if one Part be hot and another cold 


or if they came by Starts and lutermiſſions, running out o 


one extreme into another without any certain ſtay, they are 
threwd Symptoms of Agues, or Fevers, or ſome other Diſ- 
de Body. Now by the ſame Rule Men may 


upon all Good, and. averie to all Evil, it is a Sign of God's 


Sauctify ing Grace: but to repent of one Sin and embrace an- 
other, to keep one Commandment and violate another, to 


hate one Vice and to love another, to pretend to ſerve both 
God and Mammon, the Proteſtant Intereſt and the French 
King; to be very zealous for ſome things, and to be remiſs, 


cool and indifferent in others of like Weight, of equal Mo- 


ment, is a notable Sign that all is not right and ſound with- 
in. To abjure and not forget, in Policy, is like repenting 


and not for ſaking wy in Diviuty. Men ought not to reſt 


ſecure in ſuch a State, but to ſuſpect themſelves of Inſincerity, 
and never ceaſe by Prayer, and the conſtant Exerciſes of 
Chriſtian Vertues and Graces, to phyſick and diet their 
Souls, til} thro God's Mercy they come to ſome better and 
more reaſonable Aſſurance of the Truth of their Repentance, 
and their preſent State in reference to Eternity. 


And when all is done, the true Love of God, arifing 
from the infinite Perfections of his Nature, and his im- 
menſe Goodneſs and Beneficence to his Creatures, together 
with the Equity and Sanctity of his moſt righteous Laws, 


and that eternal Recompence of Reward to ſuch as obey 
them, is the original and main Spring of all Devotion and 


religious Worſhip, the Foundation both of the Univer- 
ſality and Conſtancy of our Obedience; This is the firff 
and great Commandment, ſays our Saviour, Mat. 22. — 
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the great Spring or Wheel that ſets allthe reſt on motion, 


that enlivens and actuates all Vertues and Graces. This 


inward gentle Temper or Affection of Mind renders all 
our Services acceptable in the Sight of God ; therefore the 
New Teſtament commonly expreſſes Religion by the Love 


' of God, as the Old Teltament did by the Fear of Him: 


It is this which qualifies and capacitates the Soul for the 
greateſt Felicities, by cloſely uniting it to the chiefeſt Good, 
even to God, the Centre and Portion of Souls; for God is 


Love, and he that dwelleth in Love, dwellethin God, and God 
in him, ſays St. John 1. Ep. 4. 16. Therefore this Love will 
remain for ever in Heaven, the Place of God's glorious 


Reſidence, where Faith and Hope muſt leave Charity, 


wich is but another Name for Love, (the One being ſwal- 


low'd up in Viſion, the Other in Fruition.) Love will be- 
come one of the chief Ingredients, which conltitute the 
unſpeakable Glory of the Saints, of whoſe State and Con- 
dition we know little more but that they entirely love God, 


and are for ever happy in that happy Love. Eye hath not 


ſeen, nor Ear heard, neither have enter d into the Heart of 


Man, the things which God hath prepar d for them that love 
him, 1 Cor. 2. 9. whom he will one Day tranſlate from this 


Vale of Miſery and Death, into the Regions of Life and 
Immortality; from this Houſe of their Pilgrimage, unto that 


. great City, tlie Holy Jeruſalem, whoſe Builder and Maler 
9 God; which can never be divided againſt it ſelf, therefore 
it ſhall ſtand for evermore; where no unclean thing can en- 
ter, neither the blood-thirſty nor deceitful Man, the Lyar, 
vor the Slanderer. Let us then abhor and be aſham'd of all 


our great and crying Sins: Let us lay aſide all Malice, En- 


vy, Bitterneſs, and Strife: Let us ſtrive only with God in 
devout and fervent Prayers (thoſe prevailing Arms of a 


Chriſtian) and then, according to his great loving-Kindneſs 


towards us, which hath been ever of old, he will moſt a. 
ſuredly grant what we honeſtly ask, and greatly ſtand in 


need of; namely, the Pardon of all our manifold Iniqui- 


ties, a juſt Senſe of our Duty and Obedience to her Ma- 
jeſty's Sacred Perſon „and that Truth, Righteouſneſs, 
Peace, Brotherly Love, and Chriſtian Charity may again 


Houriſh in theſe Kingdoms to all ſucceeding Generations. 
Thus Mercy and Truth ſhall meet together: Righrcuuine(s 


the Earth: and Righteouſdeſs hath look'e Gown N 975 


and Peace {hall kiſs each other. Truth ſhall flouriſh out f 
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uno hint, Fie upon thee, fie upon thee. 
alt : theis, Deli 52 5 is in Lyes ;, they give good Words mir t their 


> Nom to God the Father, God the Son; 15 God the Ho⸗ 


, and of our happy Deliverance from . and Slavery, by 


+ e 3 4 


ME O Cal, and gracious unto Sion; buila thes 5 
Jeruſalem. 


rhereof, for it „5 


5505 haft Ang a 71 ne out of Egypt: thou hat caſt, out G 


the Hes, and planted it. 
955 Ms wat the wild Boar out of . the Wood) root it . nor the 1 
Ila 47 14 the Field devour it. 
Kolb; t grant the Queen a long Life: that her. Te tars _ 


1 52255 throughout all 2 bot A 
be many : and her Reign eee | 8 
Keep her as 0 Apple ef an Eye : hide her under the M 
th 0 thy Wings. 
Hide ber from the garberin rogether of the froward ; 75 os | 
In the Inſurrettion of. xg Doers. 
Let alſo thy Hand be upon the Man of thy right Hand: - 
45 upon wm Son. of Man, whom t hon madeft ſo frong for 
thine own' ſe 
Let them be difalare and rewarded with Shane, that It ay 


Their Device is only how to pus him out whom G od will ex- 


Month, e with their Heart, 
a, Nevertheleſs, PIG Wait thou fill upon God : : for my Hope 


He verily is my Strength an 54 Wo" : he i i my De- 
Foce, fo that I hat notgreatly fa 


IV Ghoſt, be aſcrib' d, as is moſt due, all Honour, Glo- 
Powet, 2 80 Men . and Duden 


Jt or ever and ever. : 
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